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CHEESE REPORTER

US Cheese Output Set New Record In 
2021; California Is Only Top-10 State  
To Record Production Decline

The Central region’s share of 
US cheese production in 2021 was 
48.2 percent, up from 46.5 percent 
in 2020, 45.7 percent in 2019, 46.0 
percent in 2018 and 44.3 percent 
in 2010, but down from 48.4 per-
cent in 2000 and 64.9 percent 
in 1991 (the first year for which 
regional production statistics are 
available from NASS).

There were 218 plants produc-
ing cheese in the Central region 
last year, eight fewer than in 2020.

Cheese production in the West 
region in 2021 totaled 5.48 billion 
pounds, up 0.7 percent from 2020.

The West’s share of US cheese 
production last year was 40.0 per-
cent, down from 41.1 percent in 
2020, 42.2 percent in 2019, 41.8 
percent in 2018, and 42.6 percent 
in 2010, but up from 35.5 percent 
in 2000 and 19.8 percent in 1991.

There were 90 plants produc-
ing cheese in the West region last 
year, six fewer than in 2020.

Cheese production in the Atlan-
tic region last year totaled 1.62 
billion pounds, down 1.2 percent 
from 2020.

The Atlantic region’s share of US 
cheese output last year was 11.8 
percent, down from 12.4 percent 
in 2020, 12.1 percent in both 2019 
and 2018, 13.1 percent in 2000 
and 15.3 percent in 1991.

There were 203 plants produc-
ing cheese in the Atlantic region 
in 2021, eight fewer than in 2020.

Wisconsin Sets New Record,
California’s Output Rises
Wisconsin’s 2021 cheese produc-
tion totaled a record 3.47 billion 
pounds, up 2.5 percent, or 84.9 
million pounds, from 2020. 

That broke the state’s previ-
ous cheese production record of 
3.42 billion pounds, which was set 
in 2018. Wisconsin’s cheese pro-
duction has now topped 3 billion 
pounds for seven straight years.

Wisconsin’s share of US cheese 
production in 2021 was 25.3 per-
cent, down from 25.6 percent in 
both 2020 and 2019, down from 
26.3 percent in 2018, up from 25.0 
percent in 2010, but down from 
26.6 percent in 2000, 31.5 percent 
in 1990 and 43 percent in 1970.

There were 115 plants produc-
ing cheese in Wisconsin last year, 
five fewer than in 2020, 12 fewer 

•See Cheese Output, p. 16

US cheese production in 2021 
reached a record 13.71 billion 
pounds, up 3.5 percent, or 466.9 
million pounds, from 2020, accord-
ing to Dairy Products 2021 Sum-
mary, which was released recently 
by USDA’s National Agricultural 
Statistics Service (NASS).

US cheese production hasn’t 
fallen since 1991, when produc-
tion of 6.055 billion pounds was 
down about 4.6 million pounds, or 
0.1 percent, from 1990.

On a volume basis, at 466.9 
million pounds, last year’s cheese 
production increase was the larg-
est since 1976, when output of 
3.32 billion pounds was up 508.8 
million pounds from 1975, accord-
ing to NASS cheese production sta-
tistics dating back to 1919.

Notably, prior to 2021, there 
were just seven years in which 
cheese production increased by 
more than 400 million pounds 
from the previous year, includ-
ing, in addition to 1976: in 2017, 
cheese production rose 458.4 mil-
lion pounds from 2016; in 2014, 
cheese output increased 410.4 

million pounds from 2013; in 1999, 
when cheese production increased 
449.1 million pounds from 1998; in 
1992, when output rose 433.4 mil-
lion pounds from 1991; in 1990, 
when production increased 444.1 
million pounds from 1989; and in 
1985, when output rose 406.9 mil-
lion pounds from 1984.

There were 511 plants produc-
ing cheese in the US last year, 22 
fewer than in 2020, 46 fewer than 
in 2019, and 54 fewer than in both 
2018 and 2017, when plant num-
bers reached a recent high of 565. 

Despite declining for three 
straight years, cheese plant num-
bers remain well above their 
recent low of 398, back in 1998 
and 1999. But, at 511, the number 
of plants making cheese in the US 
is at its lowest point since 2009, 
when there were 495 cheese 
plants in the US.

Central Region Gains Share; 
West, Atlantic Shares Decline
Cheese production in the Central 
region last year totaled 6.61 billion 
pounds, up 7.3 percent from 2020

2021

1991

West:
Cheese:   5.48  billion pounds
Butter:       1.10  billion pounds
NDM:         1.29  billion pounds

U.S. Geographic Regions
2021 Production of Selected Products

 Top 10 Cheese States
   2021              1991

Wisconsin   Wisconsin
California   California
Idaho    Minnesota
New Mexico  New York
New York   Iowa
Minnesota   Pennsylvania
Pennsylvania  Missouri
Iowa    South Dakota
Ohio    Vermont
Vermont   Nebraska

Central:
Cheese:   6.61  billion pounds
Butter:       802.3 million pounds
NDM:         400.2 million pounds

Atlantic:
Cheese:   1.62 billion pounds
Butter:       168.5 million pounds
NDM:         332.9 million pounds
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For more information, visit www.kuselequipment.com

TRUSTED SOLUTIONS
Since the 1800s, Kusel has been manufacturing high quality cheese 
making equipment that’s built to last. �at’s why large-scale industry 
leaders and smaller artisanal makers trust us time and again. With an 
established line of equipment, and our experienced team at your 
service, you can count on Kusel.

920.261.4112
Sales@KuselEquipment.comKuselEquipment.com

Production Of American-Type 
Cheese Sets Record; Share Of US 
Cheese Output Rises To 40.6%
Production American-type cheese 
in 2021 totaled a record 5.57 bil-
lion pounds, up 4.3 percent, or 
229.4 million pounds, from 2020.

Production of American-type 
cheese (which includes Cheddar, 
Colby, Monterey Jack, washed curd 
and stirred curd) has now topped 5 
billion pounds for five consecutive 
years.

In 2021, American-type cheese 
accounted for 40.6 percent of total 
US cheese production, up from 
40.3 percent in 2020, 39.8 percent 
in 2019, 40.3 percent in 2018, and 
40.1 percent in 2017 but down 
from 41.1 percent in 2010, 44.1 
percent in 2000, 47.8 percent in 
1990 and 59.6 percent in 1980.

There were 242 US plants pro-
ducing American-type cheese in 
2021, eight fewer than in 2020.

Central’s Production Rises; 
Output In West, Atlantic Falls
American-type cheese produc-
tion in the Central region in 2021 
totaled 2.96 billion pounds, up 
10.3 percent from 2020. 

The Central region’s share of 
national American-type cheese 
production last year was 53.2 
percent, up from 50.3 percent in 
2020, 49.7 percent in 2019, 50.2 
percent in 2018, 46.8 percent in 
2010 and 52.1 percent in 2000, but 
down from 72.4 percent in 1991.

There were 121 plants produc-
ing American-type cheese in the 
Central region in 2021, five fewer 
than in 2020.

The West region’s 2021 pro-
duction of American-type cheese 
totaled 2.27 billion pounds, down 
1.8 percent from 2020.

The West’s share of US Ameri-
can-type cheese output last year 

was 40.8 percent, down from 43.3 
percent in 2020, 43.9 percent in 
2019, 43.4 percent in 2018, and 
49.1 percent in 2010, and 43.3 
percent in 2000, but up from 21.9 
percent in 1991.

There were 36 plants producing 
American-type cheese in the West 
region last year, down four.

American-type cheese produc-
tion in the Atlantic region in 2021 
totaled 332.7 million pounds, 
down 0.7 percent from 2020. 

The Atlantic’s share of Amer-
ican-type cheese production last 
year was 6.0 percent, down from 
6.4 percent in both 2020 and 2019 
and 6.3 percent in 2018, but up 
from 4.2 percent in 2010 and 4.6 
percent in 2000, but down from 
6.2 percent in 1991.

There were 85 plants produc-
ing American-type cheese in the 
Atlantic region last year, one more 
than in 2020.

WI’s Production Rises, But
1983 Record Remains Intact
Wisconsin’s American-type cheese 
production totaled 1.08 billion 
pounds, up 1.3 percent from 2020 
and the fifth straight year in which 
it produced more than 1 billion 
pounds of American-type cheese.

Despite topping 1 billion pounds, 
Wisconsin’s American-type cheese 
production record remains the 
same as it has for almost four 
decades: 1.16 billion pounds, set in 
1983. Indeed, the top five years for 
the state’s American-type cheese 
production were all in the 1980s; 
2021’s output ranks sixth.

Wisconsin’s share of American-
type cheese production last year 
was 19.4 percent, down from 19.9 
percent in 2020, up from 19.2 per-

cent in 2019, and down from 19.5 
percent in 2018, 19.8 percent in 
2010, 24.9 percent in 2000 and 
39.6 percent in 1983.

There were 61 plants producing 
American-type cheese in Wiscon-
sin, four fewer than in 2020.

Minnesota’s 2021 American-
type cheese production totaled 
628.4 million pounds, up 0.6 per-
cent from 2020. That’s the fourth 
straight year in which Minnesota’s 
American-type cheese output has 
topped 600 million pounds. How-
ever, the state’s production record 
of 651.6 million pounds, set in 
2000, still stands.

Minnesota’s share of American-
type cheese production last year 
was 11.3 percent, down from 11.7 
percent in 2020, 11.6 percent in 
2019, 11.9 percent in 2018, 17.9 
percent in 2000, 20.6 percent in 
1990 and 19.1 percent in 1980.

There were eight plants produc-
ing American-type cheese in Min-
nesota, unchanged from 2020.

California’s American-type 
cheese production last year totaled 
574.8 million pounds, down 1.1 
percent from 2020 and the state’s 
lowest output since 1998. Califor-
nia’s American-type cheese pro-
duction had reached a record high 
of 854.7 million pounds in 2005.

California’s share of American-
type cheese production in 2021 
was 10.3 percent, down from 10.9 
percent in 2020, 11.4 percent in 
2019, 12.0 percent in 2018, 14.2 
percent in 2010, 22.4 percent in 
2005 and 17.6 percent in 2000.

There were 11 plants producing 
American-type cheese in California 
last year, four fewer than in 2020.

Iowa’s 2021 American-type 
cheese production totaled 178.8 
million pounds, down 16.4 percent 
from 2020 and the state’s lowest 
output since 2017, when it totaled 
155.1 million pounds.

Iowa’s share of American-type 
cheese production in 2021 was 3.2 
percent, down from 4.0 percent in 
2020.

There were 11 plants producing 
American-type cheese in Iowa last 
year, unchanged from 2020.

New York’s American-type 
cheese production last year 
totaled 133.6 million pounds, 
down 6.9 percent from 2020 and 
the state’s lowest production since 
2017, when it totaled 132.3 million 
pounds.

New York’s 2021 share of Amer-
ican-type cheese production was 
2.4 percent, down from 2.7 per-
cent in 2020.

There were 23 plants producing 
American-type cheese in New York 
last year, one fewer than in 2020.

American-type cheese produc-
tion in all other states last year 
totaled 2.97 billion pounds, up 9.7 
percent from 2020. In the Dairy 
Products 2021 Summary, the cate-
gory “other states” includes Idaho, 
which as recently as 2020 ranked 
second nationally in American-
type cheese production, as well as 
Oregon, which ranked fifth.

In 2021, other states accounted 
for 53.4 percent of American-type 
cheese production, up from 50.8 
percent in 2020.

There were 128 plants produc-
ing American-type cheese in other 
states in 2021, one more than in 
2020.

American 
Type
40.6%

Other 
Cheese
59.4%

American-Type Cheese Production - 2021
State Output

millions
Percent 
Change

2021 
Share

2020 
Share

Wisconsin 1.08.b 1.3% 19.4% 19.9%

Minnesota 628.4 m 0.6 11.3 11.7

California 574.8 -1.1 10.3 10.9

Iowa 178.8 -16.4 3.2 4.0

New York 133.6 -6.9 2.4 2.7

Other 2.97 b 9.7 53.4 50.8

Region Output/Pounds Percent Change 2021 Share 2021 Share

Central 2.96 billion 10.3% 53.2% 50.3%

West 2.27 billion -1.8 40.8 43.3

Atlantic 332.7 million -1.9 6.0 6.4

U.S. Total 5.57 billion pounds 4.3% 40.6% 40.3%
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Cheddar Production Rose 2.7% In 
2021; Nears 4.0 Billion Pounds

dar production topped 700 mil-
lion pounds. However, the state’s 
Cheddar output remains more 
than 200 million pounds below 
its record level of 951.2 million 
pounds, set in 1983. 

Wisconsin’s Cheddar production 
last topped 800 million pounds in 
1988, at 803.1 million pounds. Pro-
duction of Cheddar in Wisconsin 
reached a recent low of 549.6 mil-
lion pounds in 2011.

Wisconsin’s share of US Ched-
dar production last year was 18.6 
percent, down from 19.4 percent 
in 2020, 19.1 percent in 2019, 18.8 
percent in 2018, 19.6 percent in 
2010, 25.6 percent in 2000, 32.4 
percent in 1990 and 48.2 percent 
in 1970.

There were 61 plants producing 
Cheddar cheese in Wisconsin last 
year, four fewer than in 2020.

California’s 2021 Cheddar pro-
duction totaled 287.1 million 
pounds, down 2.6 percent from 
2020 and the state’s lowest Ched-
dar output since 1995, when it 
totaled 248.7 million pounds. Cali-
fornia’s Cheddar output reached 
a record high of 561.6 million 
pounds in 2002.

California’s share of US Cheddar 
production in 2021 was 7.3 per-
cent, down from 7.7 percent in 
2020, 8.3 percent in 2019, 8.8 per-
cent in 2018, 10.4 percent in 2010 
and 19.9 percent in 2002.

There were 10 plants producing 
Cheddar cheese in California last 
year, four fewer than in the previ-
ous year.

Vermont’s 2021 Cheddar cheese 
production totaled 103.5 million

• See Cheddar Output, p. 17

in 2021, down from 8.3 percent in 
2020, 8.5 percent in 2019, 8.3 per-
cent in 2018, up from 5.3 percent 
in 2010, down from 8.2 percent 
in 2000, but up from 5.9 percent 
in 1991.

There were 74 plants produc-
ing Cheddar cheese in the Atlantic 
region last year, unchanged from 
2020.

Output Falls In WI, CA; Rises
In VT; Jumps In Other States
Wisconsin’s 2021 Cheddar cheese 
production totaled 732.5 million 
pounds, down 1.5 percent from 
2020.

That marked the fifth straight 
year in which Wisconsin’s Ched-

US Cheddar cheese production in 
2021 totaled a record 3.93 billion 
pounds, up 2.7 percent, or 104.8 
million pounds, from 2020.

Cheddar production has now 
set new record highs for two 
straight years. Cheddar output has 
increased by 540 million pounds 
since 2015

In 2021, Cheddar accounted for 
28.7 percent of total US cheese 
production, down from 28.9 per-
cent in 2020, up from 28.4 percent 
in 2019, but down from 29.2 per-
cent in 2018, 31 percent in 2010, 
34.1 percent in 2000, 39.3 percent 
in 1990, 43.9 percent in 1980, 53.7 
percent in 1970 and 71.1 percent 
in 1950.

Also in 2021, Cheddar accounted 
for 70.6 percent of total American-
type cheese production, down 
from 71.7 percent in 2020, 75.4 
percent in 2010, 77.4 percent in 
2000, 82.2 percent in 1990 and 
73.7 percent in 1980.

There were 227 plants produc-
ing Cheddar cheese in the US in 
2020, seven fewer than in 2019.

Central’s Output Jumps, 
Share Increases To 52.6%
Cheddar production in the Central 
region in 2021 totaled 2.07 billion 
pounds, up 10.0 percent, or 187.5 
million pounds, from 2020. 

That’s the first time ever that 
the Central region produced more 
than 2 billion pounds of Cheddar 
cheese.

The Central region’s share of US 
Cheddar output last year was 52.6 
percent, up from 49.1 percent in 
2020, 50.2 percent in 2019, 50.1 
percent in 2018, 47.3 percent in 
2010, and 48.5 percent in 2000, 
but down from 74.3 percent in 
1991.

There were 119 plants produc-
ing Cheddar cheese in the Central 
region last year, three fewer than 
in 2020.

Cheddar production in the West 
region last year totaled 1.55 billion 
pounds, down 4.6 percent from 
2020’s record output. 

The West region has now 
produced more than 1.5 billion 
pounds of Cheddar for seven 
straight years.

The West’s share of US Ched-
dar production in 2021 was 39.5 
percent, down from 42.6 percent 
in 2020, 41.3 percent in 2019, 41.6 
percent in 2018, 47.4 percent in 
2010 and 43.3 percent in 2000, but 
up from 19.8 percent in 1991.

There were 34 plants produc-
ing Cheddar in the West region in 
2021, four fewer than in 2020.

Cheddar production in the 
Atlantic region last year totaled 
311.8 million pounds, down 2.5 
percent from 2020.

The Atlantic region’s share of US 
Cheddar output was 7.9 percent For more information, visit www.tetrapak.com/en-us
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Italian Cheese Production Sets 
New Record: 5.75 Billion Pounds
Production of Italian-type cheese 
in 2021 totaled a record 5.75 bil-
lion pounds, up 2.5 percent, or 
139.9 million pounds, from 2020.

That breaks the previous record 
for Italian cheese production, 5.67 
billionpounds, set in 2019. In 2020, 
Italian cheese output had declined 
for the first time since 2008. Prior 
to 2020, it had set new records 
every year from 2010 through 
2019.

Last year marked the seventh 
straight year in which Italian 
cheese production topped 5.0 bil-
lion pounds.

In 2021, Italian cheese 
accounted for 42.0 percent of total 
US cheese production, down from 
42.4 percent in 2020, 43.2 per-
cent in 2019, 42.7 percent in both 
2018 and 2017, and 42.3 percent 
in 2010, but up from 39.8 percent 
in 2000, 36.4 percent in 1990, 24.7 
percent in 1980, 17.9 percent in 
1970 and 5.1 percent in 1950.

There were 201 plants produc-
ing Italian cheese in the US last 
year, five more than in 2020.

Output Rises West, Central
Regions, Falls In Atlantic
Italian cheese production in the 
West region in 2021 totaled 2.66 
billion pounds, up 1.6 percent 
from 2020. 

Last year, the West’s share of US 
Italian cheese production was 46.2 
percent, down from 46.6 percent 
in 2020, 47.6 percent in 2019 and 
46.7 percent in 2018 but up from 
44.9 percent in 2010, 34.6 percent 
in 2000 and 20.1 percent in 1991.

There were 44 plants producing 
Italian cheese in the West region 
last year, one fewer than in 2020.

The Central region’s 2021 Italian 
cheese production totaled 2.4 bil-
lion pounds, up 4.4 percent from 
2020. 

The Central region’s share of US 
Italian cheese output in 2021 was 
41.8 percent, up from 41 percent 
in 2020, 40 percent in 2019, 40.4 
percent in 2018, 38.8 percent in 
2010 and 33.5 percent in 2000 but 
down from 55.5 percent in 1991.

There were 82 plants producing 
Italian cheese in the Central region 
in 2021, two more than in 2020.

Italian cheese production in the 
Atlantic region last year totaled 
691.2 million pounds, down 0.4 
percent from 2020. 

The Atlantic region’s share of US 
Italian cheese production last year 
was 12.0 percent, down from 12.4 
percent in 2020, 12.3 percent in 
2019, 12.9 percent in 2018, 16.3 
percent in 2010, 24.4 percent in 
2000 and 24.2 percent in 1991.

There were 75 plants produc-
ing Italian cheese in the Atlantic 
region in 2020, five more than in 
2020.

Production Rises In WI, PA,
Falls In CA, NY
Wisconsin’s 2021 Italian cheese 
production totaled 1.65 billion 
pounds, up 0.2 percent from 
2020 but still about 80 million 
pounds below the state’s produc-
tion record of 1.73 billion pounds, 
which was set in 2018.

In 2021, Wisconsin’s share of 
US Italian cheese output was 28.7 
percent, down from 29.3 percent 
in 2020, 30.0 percent in 2019 and 
31.1 percent in 2018, unchanged 
from  2010, up from 27.8 percent 
in 2000, but down from 32.2 per-

cent in 1990 and 29.4 percent in 
1980.

There were 53 plants produc-
ing Italian cheese in Wisconsin last 
year, one more than in 2020.

California’s 2021 Italian cheese 
production totaled 1.60 billion 
pounds, down 0.2 percent from 
2020 and the second straight 
decline after Italian cheese output 
in the state reached a record high 
of 1.70 billion pounds in 2019.

California’s share of US Italian 
cheese production last year was 
27.8 percent, down from 28.6 per-
cent in 2020, 29.9 percent in 2019, 
29.6 percent in 2018 and 31.1 per-
cent in 2010 but up from 22.1 per-
cent in 2000, 15.7 percent in 1990 
and 15.4 percent in 1980.

There were 28 plants producing 
Italian cheese in California in 2021, 
two fewer than in 2020.

New York’s 2021 Italian cheese 
production totaled 340.0 million 
pounds, down 3.4 percent from 
2020 and the fifth consecutive 
decline in the state’s Italian cheese 
output. New York’s Italian cheese 

Automated Brine System

 800-815-6761
 info@drtechinc.com
 www.drtechinc.net/  
 23581 Johnson Rd. Grantsburg, WI 54840

Boost Your Brine 
Efficiency

Product is submerged 
and rotated automatically
where there is no need for 
salting or spraying.
High capacity production in
small floor space. 
                     See it in action. 

Boost Your Brine 

 Automated vat Identity via brine cage 
    tracking. (VAT Identity and Integrity)
 Achieve salt percentages and core temps 
    in as little as 6-7 hours.
 Above ground system that can be integrated 
    with any plant foot print.

 Cheese loading and unloading based on first in - first out

For more information, visit www.drtechinc.com

production peaked at 416.4 million 
pounds in 2000.

Last year, New York’s share of 
US Italian cheese output was 5.9 
percent, down from 6.3 percent in 
both 2020 and 2019 and 6.5 per-
cent in 2018, 8.3 percent in 2010 
and 12.7 percent in 2000.

There were 20 plants producing 
Italian cheese in New York in 2021, 
four more than in 2020.

Italian cheese production in 
Pennsylvania in 2021 totaled 270.9 
million pounds, up 3.7 percent 
from 2020 and the state’s highest 
Italian cheese output since 2010, 
when it reached a record high of 
275.7 million pounds.

Pennsylvania’s share of US Ital-
ian cheese output last year was 4.7 
percent, unchanged from 2020, up 
from 4.6 percent in 2019 but down 
from 4.8 percent in 2018 and 6.2 
percent in 2010.

There were 12 plants producing 
Italian cheese in Pennsylvania in 
2021, three fewer than in 2020.

Minnesota’s 2021 Italian cheee 
production totaled 133.3 million 
pounds, up 16.8 percent from 
2020.

Minnesota’s share of US Italian 
cheese production last year was 
2.3 percent, up from 2.0 percent 
in 2020.

There were five plants produc-
ing Italian cheese in Minnesota in 
2021, unchanged from 2020.

New Jersey’s 2021 Italian cheese 
production totaled 30.1 million 
pounds, down 6.7 percent from 
2020.

New Jersey’s share of US Italian 
cheese output last year was 0.5 
percent, down from 0.6 percent in 
2020.

There were 10 plants produc-
ing Italian cheese in New Jersey in 
2021, one more than in 2020.

Italian cheese production in all 
other states in 2021 totaled 1.7 
billion pounds, up 7.8 percent 
from 2020. All other states in 2021 
accounted for 30.0 percent of US 
Italian cheese output, up from 28.6 
percent in 2020.

There were 73 plants producing 
Italian cheese in all other states 
last year, four more than in 2020.

Italian
Type
42.0%

Other 
Cheese
58.0%

Italian-Type Cheese Production - 2021

Share of Total 
Cheese Production

Region Output Percent Change 2021 Share 2020 Share

West 2.66 billion 1.6% 46.2% 46.6

Central 2.40 billion 4.4 41.8 41.0

Atlantic 691.2 million -0.4 12.0 12.4

U.S. Total 5.75 billion pounds 2.5% 42.0% 42.4%

State Output
millions

Percent 
Change

2021
Share

2020
Share

Wisconsin 1.65 b 0.2% 28.7% 29.3%

California 1.60 b -0.2 27.8 28.6

New York 340.0 m 3.4 5.9 6.3

Pennsylvania 270.9 3.7 4.7 4.7

Minnesota 133.3 16.8 2.3 2.0

New Jersey 30.1 -6.7 0.5 0.6

Other 1.7 b 7.8 30.0 28.6
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ALPMA USA | 3015 W Vera Ave | Milwaukee, WI 53209 | phone: 414-351-4253 | email: USAsales@alpma.com | www.alpma.com

F R O M  M I L K  T O  C H E E S E
ALPMA-SULBANA continuous cooker/stretcher - water

Consistent, controlled and adjustable throughput

  Dual augers for an optimal mixing and cooking

  Standard with SEW-motors

  Extended stretching section

  Minimal water consumption

  Capacities up to 13,000 lbs. 
per hour on a single machine

  CIP-compatible

Technology for Processing | Cheese-Making | Cutting | Packaging

Mozzarella Production Rose 1% In 
2021, But Declined In CA, WI
Production of Mozzarella totaled 
4.49 billion pounds, up 1.0 per-
cent, or 43.5 million pounds, from 
2020, but  almost 7 million pounds 
below 2019’s record output.

Output has now topped 4.0 bil-
lion pounds for six straight years.

Mozzarella accounted for 32.7 
percent of US cheese production, 
down from 33.6 percent in 2020, 
34.2 percent in 2019, 33.5 percent 
in 2018 and 33.3 percent in 2010, 
but up from 31 percent in 2000, 
28.6 percent in 1990, 17.3 percent 
in 1980 and 11.1 percent in 1970.

There were 128 plants produc-
ing Mozzarella in the US last year, 
six more than in 2020.

Mozzarella production in the 
West region totaled 2.5 billion 
pounds, up 1.3 percent from 2020. 

The West’s share of Mozzarella 
output last year was 56.0 percent, 
up from 55.8 percent in 2020, 
down from 56.6 percent in 2019, 
and up from 55.6 percent in 2018, 
52.7 percent in 2010, 39.4 percent 
in 2000 and 22.8 percent in 1991.

There were 33 plants producing 
Mozzarella in the West region in 
2021, one more than in 2020.

The Central region’s Mozza-
rella production totaled 1.5 billion 
pounds, up 0.7 percent from 2020.

The Central’s share of produc-
tion in 2021 was 34.2 percent, 
down from 34.3 percent in 2020, 
up from 33.2 percent in 2019, 33.5 
percent in 2018, 33.7 percent in 

2010 and 32.0 percent in 2000, but 
down from 57.2 percent in 1991.

There were 54 plants producing 
Mozzarella in the Central region 
last year, two more than in 2020.

Production in the Atlantic region 
last year totaled 438.5 million 
pounds, up 0.3 percent from 2020.

The Atlantic’s share of output 
was 9.8 percent, unchanged from 
2020 but down from 10.1 percent 
in 2019, 10.9 percent in 2018, 13.7 
percent in 2010, 20.8 percent in 
2000 and 20.0 percent in 1991.

There were 41 plants producing 
Mozzarella in the Atlantic region 
in 2021, three more than in 2020.

Output Up In Pennsylvania,
Down In CA, WI
California’s Mozzarella production 
totaled 1.48 billion pounds, down 
0.8 percent from 2020 and the 
second straight decline after the 
state’s output reached a record 
high of 1.57 billion pounds in 2019.

California’s share of Mozz pro-
duction last year was 32.9 percent, 
down from 33.5 percent in 2020, 
34.8 percent in 2019, 34.4 percent 
in 2018 and 36.1 percent in 2010, 
but up from 24.1 percent in 2000, 
and 18.4 percent in 1990.

There were 23 California plants 
producing Mozzarella, unchanged 
from 2020.

Wisconsin’s production totaled 
1.05 billion pounds, down 2.6 
percent from 2020 and the third 

straight decline after output 
reached a record high of 1.14 bil-
lion pounds in 2018. Wisconsin’s 
share of Mozz was 23.4 percent, 
down from 24.3 percent in 2020, 
24.7 percent in 2019, and 26.1 per-
cent in 2018.

There were 35 plants producing 
Mozzarella in Wisconsin in 2021, 
one more than in 2020.

Pennsylvania’s output totaled 
221.2 million pounds, up 2.1 per-
cent from 2020. There were six 
plants producing Mozz in Pennsyl-
vania, one fewer than in 2020.

Production in New York  totaled 
167.6 million pounds, down 5.9 
percent from 2020 and the third 
straight decline in the state’s out-
put. New York’s share of US Moz-
zarella production last year was 
3.7 percent, down from 4.0 per-
cent in 2020.

There were 14 Mozz plants in 
New York in 2021, two more than 
in 2020.

New Jersey’s 2021 Mozzarella 
production totaled 15.1 million 
pounds, down 4.2 percent from 
2021. New Jersey’s share of US 
Mozz output last year was 0.3 per-
cent, down from 0.4 percent in 
2020.

There were eight plants produc-
ing Mozzarella in New Jersey last 
year, one more than in 2020.

Mozzarella production in all 
other states in 2021 totaled 1.56 
billion pounds, up 6.2 percent from 
2020. All other states accounted 
for 56.0 percent of US Mozzarella 
output last year, up from 55.8 per-
cent in 2020.

There were 42 plants produc-
ing Mozzarella in all other states 
in 2021, three more than in 2020.

Mozzarella Cheese Production - 2021

Mozz
32.7%

Other 
Cheese
67.3%

Region Output Percent Change 2021 Share 2020 Share

West 2.5 billion 1.3% 56.0% 55.8%

Central 1.5 billion 0.7% 34.2% 34.2%

Atlantic 438.5 million 0.3% 9.8% 9.8%

U.S. Total 4.49 billion pounds 1.0% 32.7% 33.6%

Share of Total 
Cheese Production

State Output
Pounds

Percent 
Change

2021
Share

2020  
Share

California 1.48 b -0.8% 32.9% 33.5%

Wisconsin 1.05 b -2.6 23.4 24.3

Pennsylvania 221.2 m 2.1 4.9 4.9

New York 167.6 m -5.9 3.7 4.0

New Jersey 15.1 m -4.2 0.3 0.4

Other 1.56 b 6.2 34.7 33.0

For more information, visit www.alpma.com
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Cream Cheese, Hispanic, Swiss,      
Muenster, Brick, Blue, Feta,     
And Gouda Production Increase
Production of Cream and Neufcha-
tel cheese totaled a record 1.04 
billion pounds, up 2.3 percent from 
2020 and the second straight year 
in which Cream and Neufchatel 
output topped 1.0 billion pounds.

Cream and Neufchatel cheese 
accounted for 7.6 percent of total 
US output, unchanged from 2020.

There were 29 plants producing 
Cream and Neufchatel cheese in 
the US, two fewer than in 2020.

Hispanic cheese production 
totaled a record 351.5 million 
pounds, up 1.2 percent from 2020. 
Hispanic cheese production has 
set record highs since 2013. 

Hispanic cheese accounted for 
2.6 percent of US cheese produc-
tion, the same as in 2020.

There were 63 plants producing 
Hispanic cheese in the US in 2021, 
three more than in 2020.

California’s Hispanic cheese 
production totaled 153.9 mil-
lion pounds, down 1.6 percent 
from 2020. California last year 
accounted for 43.8 percent of US 
Hispanic cheese output, down 
from 45.1 percent in 2020.

There were 12 California plants 
producing Hispanic cheese, two 
fewer than in 2020.

Wisconsin’s Hispanic cheese 
production last year totaled 111.2 

million pounds, up 5.8 percent 
from 2020. Wisconsin’s share of 
national output was 31.6 percent, 
up from 30.3 percent in 2020.

There were 22 plants produc-
ing Hispanic cheese in Wisconsin, 
three more than in 2020.

Hispanic cheese production in 
all other states in 2021 totaled 
86.3 million pounds, up 0.7 per-
cent from 2020. All other states 
accounted for 24.6 percent of His-
panic cheese output in 2021, down 
from 24.7percent in 2020.

There were 29 plants producing 
Hispanic cheese in all other states 
in 2021, two more than in 2020.

Swiss cheese production in the 
US last year totaled 330 million 
pounds, up 1.6 percent from 2020.

Swiss cheese accounted for 2.4 
percent of total US production, 
down from 2.5 percent in 2020. 

There were 61 plants producing 
Swiss cheese in the US last year, 
two fewer than in 2020.

Ohio’s Swiss output totaled 
157.6 million pounds, up 1.2 per-
cent from 2020. Ohio’s share of 
US Swiss output was 47.8 percent, 
down from 48.0 percent in 2020.

12 Ohio plants produced Swiss 
in 2021, unchanged from 2020.

Pennsylvania’s Swiss cheese pro-
duction totaled 7.3 million pounds, 

up 1.3 percent in 2020. The state’s 
share of national output was 2.2 
percent, unchanged from 2020.

There were nine plants produc-
ing Swiss cheese in Pennsylvania 
last year, unchanged from 2020.

Swiss cheese production in all 
other states totaled 165.1 million 
pounds, up 2.0 percent from 2020. 
Other states accounted for 50 per-
cent of Swiss production in 2021, 
up from 49.8 percent in 2020.

There were 40 plants producing 
Swiss cheese in all other states in 
2021, two fewer than in 2020.

Big Jumps In Brick, Blue,
Feta, Gouda Production
Muenster cheese production last 
year totaled 191.5 million pounds, 
up 1.6 percent from 2020.  Muen-
ster production has more than 
doubled since 2006.

There were 41 plants producing 
Muenster, unchanged from 2020.

Wisconsin’s Muenster output 
was 72.3 million pounds, up 4.2 
percent from 2020.  Wisconsin’s 
share of Muenster was 37.8 per-
cent, up from 36.8 percent in 2020.

There were 23 Wisconsin plants 
producing Muenster, one more 
than in 2020.

California’s production was 53.9 
million pounds, up 14.2 percent 
from 2020. California’s share of 
Muenster output was 28.1 per-
cent, up from 25.0 percent in 2020.

There were three plants pro-
ducing Muenster in California last 
year, one fewer than in 2020.

Production in all other states  
totaled 65.3 million pounds, down 
9.2 percent from 2020. All other 
states accounted for 34.1 percent 
of US Muenster output in 2021, 
down from 38.1 percent in 2020. 

There were 15 plants produc-
ing Muenster in all other states in 
2021, unchanged from 2020.

Brick cheese production totaled 
2.0 million pounds, up 24.3 percent 
from 2020 and the first increase in 
Brick output since 2015, when pro-
duction of 3.4 million pounds was 
up 17.2 percent from 2014. 

There were 16 plants producing 
Brick cheese in the US in 2021, one
fewer than in 2020. 

Production of Blue and Gor-
gonzola cheese totaled 89.2 mil-
lion pounds, up 21.2 percent from 
2020 but still 5.5 million pounds 
below 2019’s record output. 

There were 40 plants producing 
Blue and Gorgonzola in the US last 
year, two fewer than in 2020.

Feta production in 2021 totaled 
a record 169.3 million pounds, up 
23.1 percent from 2020 and the 
fourth straight year in which Feta 
production has reached a new 
record high. US Feta output has 
more than doubled since 2010.

There were 45 Feta plants in the 
US in 2021, one more than in 2020.

Gouda production totaled 56.2 
million pounds, up 25.9 percent 
from 2020 and the first increase 
in Gouda output since 2017, when 
production of 65.4 million pounds 
was up 11.6 percent from 2016.

There were 84 plants produc-
ing Gouda in the US in 2021, two 
fewer than in 2019.

Production of other cheese vari-
eties in 2021 totaled 161.3 million 
pounds, up 1.4 percent from 2020. 
There were 201 plants producing 
all other types of cheese in the US 
last year, 15 fewer than in 2020.

Processed Cheese, 
Cold Pack Cheese Jump
US production of processed 
cheeses and combinations last 
year totaled 2.8 billion pounds, 
up 22.8 percent from 2020. There 
were 45 plants producing pro-
cessed cheeses and combinations 
in 2021, two fewer than in 2020.

Processed cheese production 
totaled 2.0 billion pounds, up 19.9 
percent from 2020. There were 27 
plants producing processed cheese 
in the US, one fewer than in 2020.

Output of processed cheese 
foods and spreads totaled 634.6 
million pounds, up 9.4 percent 
from 2020. There were 23 plants 
producing these products in 2021, 
one fewer than in 2020.

Production of cold pack cheese 
and cheese foods totaled 168.5 
million pounds, up 49.1 percent 
from 2020. There were 15 plants 
producing cold pack and cheese 
foods, one more than in 2020.

From Cookers
to Curd Pails

Koss has you covered.

kossindustrial.com    |    Green Bay, WI

Custom stainless steel 
processing equipment
for the dairy industry. 
You dream it, we build it.

Plus parts, components, 
spares and service kits.
You need it? We’ve got it.

parts, components, 
spares and service kits.
You need it? We’ve got it.

Custom stainless steel Custom stainless steel 
processing equipmentprocessing equipment

You dream it, we build it.You dream it, we build it.

For more information, visit www.kossindustrial.com

Product State Output
millions

Percent Change

Swiss Ohio 157.6 1.2%

Swiss Pennsylvania 7.3 1.3

Swiss Other 165.1 2.0

Swiss Total US 330.0 1.6

Hipanic Cheese California 153.9 -1.6

Hispanic Cheese Wisconsin 111.2 5.8

Hispanic Cheese Other 86.3 0.7

Hispanic Cheese Total US 351.5 1.2

Muenster Wisconsin 72.3 4.2

Muenster California 53.9 14.2

Muenster Other States 65.3 -9.2

Muenster Total US 191.5 1.6

Cream/Neufchatel Total US 1.04 billion 2.3

Brick Total US 2.0 24.3

Feta Total US 169.3 23.1

Blue/Gorgonzola Total US 89.2 21.2

Gouda Total US 56.2 25.9

All Other Total US 161.3 1.4
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For more information, visit www.ivarsoninc.com

Butter Production Falls 3.5%, But  
Still Tops 2 Billion Pounds
US butter production in 2021 
totaled 2.07 billion pounds, down 
3.5 percent, or 74.2 million pounds, 
from 2020’s record high.

Despite that decline, last year 
joined 2020 in being the only years 
in which US butter output topped 
2.0 billion pounds.

Last year was the first time since 
2016 in which butter production 
declined. Also, prior to 2021, but-
ter production had set new record 
highs for three consecutive years. 
The production record  finally bro-
ken in 2018 had been set back in 
1941, and then that 2018 record 
was broken in 2019 and another 
new record was set in 2020.

There were 97 plants produc-
ing butter in the US last year, five 
fewer than in 2020.

Butter Production Declines
In All Three Regions
Butter production in the West 
region in 2021 totaled 1.1 billion 
pounds, down 1.1 percent from 
2019 but still the fourth straight 
year in which the West’s but-
ter production topped 1.0 billion 
pounds.

The West’s share of butter pro-
duction last year was 53.1 percent, 
up from 51.9 percent in 2020, 51.8 
percent in 2019  and 51 percent in 
2018, down from 53.9 percent in 
2010, and up from 42.4 percent 
in 2000 and 34.6 percent in 1991.

There were 21 plants producing 
butter in the West region in 2021, 
two fewer than in 2020.

The Central’s butter produc-
tion totaled 802.3 million pounds, 
down 3.8 percent from 2020.

The Central region’s share of 
butter output was 38.7 percent, 
down from 38.9 percent in 2020, 
38.8 percent in 2019, up from 36.7 
percent in 2010 and 34.9 percent 
in 2000 but down from 52.5 per-
cent in 1991.

There were 34 plants produc-
ing butter in the Central region in 
2021, one fewer than in 2020.

Output in the Atlantic region 
totaled 168.5 million pounds, 
down 15.3 percent from 2020.

The Atlantic region’s share of 
2021 US butter production was 8.1 
percent, down from 9.3 percent in 
2020, 9.5 percent in both 2019 and 
2018, 9.4 percent in 2010 and 12.8 
percent in 1991.

There were 42 plants producing 
butter in the Atlantic region last 
year, two fewer than in 2020.

California Butter Production
Sets Another New Record
California’s 2021 butter produc-
tion totaled a record 672.4 million 
pounds, up 0.7 percent from 2020.

That’s the second straight year 
in which California’s butter pro-
duction reached a new record 
high. Prior to reaching a record 
667.7 million pounds in 2020, Cali-

NDM production in the Cen-
tral region totaled 400.2 million 
pounds, down 9.0 percent from 
2010. The Central’s share of US 
NDM output was 19.8 percent, 
down from 22.5 percent in 2020. 

There were 16 plants produc-
ing nonfat dry milk in the Central 
region, two fewer than in 2020.

The Atlantic region’s NDM 
production totaled 332.9 million 
pounds, down 4.4 percent from 
2020. The region  accounted for 
16.4 percent of NDM output, down 
from 17.8 percent in 2020.

There were nine plants produc-
ing NDM in the Atlantic region last 
year, one fewer than in 2020.

California’s NDM totaled 872.7 
million pounds, up 19.3 percent 
from 2020 and the state’s highest 
output since it reached a record 
high of 877.4 million pounds in 
2010. California’s share of US out-
put in 2020 was 43.1 percent, up 
from 37.5 percent in 2020.

There were nine NDM plants in 
California, five fewer than in 2020.

Pennsylvania’s nonfat dry milk 
production totaled 174.0 million 
pounds, down 5.6 percent from 
2020. Pennsylvania’s share of US 
output last year was 8.6 percent, 
down from 9.4 percent in 2020.

There were three plants produc-
ing NDM in Pennsylvania in 2021, 
unchanged from 2020.

Nonfat dry milk production in all 
other states totaled 977.3 million 
pounds, down 5.7 percent from 
2020. Other states accounted for 
48.3 percent of NDM production, 
down from 53.1 percent in 2020.

There were 35 NDM plants  in 
other states, down two from 2020.

Production of skim milk powder 
totaled 698.0 million pounds, up 
0.4 percent from 2020. There were 
20 plants producing SMP in the US 
in 2021, two more than in 2020.

Dry whole milk production in 
2021 was 148.3 million pounds, up 
7.4 percent from 2020. 

There were 14 plants produc-
ing dry whole milk in the US, one 
more than in 2020.

Milk protein concentrate pro-
duction totaled 196.5 million 
pounds, down 4.7 percent from 
2020’s record output. There were 
13 plants producing MPC in the US 
in 2021, unchanged from 2020.

Dry buttermilk production  
totaled 131.7 million pounds, up 
3.9 percent from 2020. There were 
21 plants producing dry buttermilk 
in the US last year, one fewer than 
in 2020.

fornia’s previous record had been 
654.2 million pounds, set in 2012.

California’s share of  butter pro-
duction was 32.5 percent, up from 
31.1 percent in 2020, 29.8 percent 
in 2019, 29.4 percent in 2018, 28.9 
percent in 2017, 27.8 percent in 
2000 and 16.2 percent in 1980.

There were 11 plants produc-
ing butter in California last year, 
unchanged from 2020.

Pennsylvania’s butter produc-
tion totaled 89.4 million pounds, 
down 8.2 percent from 2020. 

There were six plants producing 
butter in Pennsylvania in 2021, the 
same number as in 2020.

Production in all other states  
totaled 1.3 billion pounds, down 
5.1 percent from 2020. All other 
states accounted for 63.2 percent 
of US butter output last year, down 
from 64.3 percent in 2020.

There were 80 plants producing 
butter in all other states in 2021, 
five fewer than in 2020.

NDM Output Tops 2.0 Billion 
For First Time Since 1964
US nonfat dry milk totaled 2.02 
billion pounds, up 3.7 percent, or 
72.1 million pounds, from 2020.

That’s the first time NDM out-
put topped 2.0 billion pounds 
since 1964, when it totaled 2.18 
billion pounds. The NDM produc-
tion record was set in 1962.

There were 47 plants producing 
nonfat dry milk in the US in 2021, 
seven fewer than in 2020.

The West region’s 2021 nonfat 
dry milk production totaled 1.29 
billion pounds, up 10.9 percent 
from 2020. The West accounted 
for 63.8 percent of US NDM out-
put, up from 59.6 percent in 2020.

There were 22 plants producing 
nonfat dry milk in the West region 
last year, four fewer than in 2020.

Total Butter and Nonfat Dry Milk Production

State Butter 
Output 
Millions

Butter YOY 
Percent 
Change

Total 
Share of 
US Butter

NDM 
Output 
Millions

NDM YOY 
Percent 
Change

Total 
Share of 
US NDM

California 672.4 m 0.7% 32.5% 872.7 m 19.3% 43.1%

Pennsylvania 89.4 m -8.2 4.3 174.0 m -5.6 8.6

Other 1.3 bill -5.1 63.2 977.3 m -5.7 48.3

Region Butter 
Output
Pounds

Butter YOY 
Percent 
Change

Total 
Share of 
US Butter

NDM 
Output 
Pounds

NDM YOY 
Percent 
Change

Total 
Share of 
US NDM

West 1.1 billion -1.1% 53.1% 1.29 billion 10.9% 63.8%

Central 802.3 mill -3.8 38.7 400.2 mill -9.0 19.8

Atlantic 168.5 mill -15.3 8.1 332.9 -4.4 16.4

US 2.07 billion -3.5% 2.02 billion 3.7%
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Yogurt Production Rose 5.2% In 
2021 To Highest Level Since 2014

US production of sour cream in 
2021 totaled a record 1.49 billion 
pounds, up 2.3 percent, or 33.2 
million pounds, from 2020.

That was the eighth consecutive 
year in which sour cream produc-
tion set a record high. Sour cream 
output hasn’t declined since 2013, 
when production of 1.28 billion 
pounds was down .005 percent, or 
66,000 pounds, from 2012.

There were 99 plants produc-
ing sour cream in the US last year, 
three fewer than in 2020.

Regional sour cream production 
and plant numbers, with compari-
sons to 2020, were as follows:

Central: 784.8 million pounds, 
up 0.7 percent; 38 plants, one 
fewer than in 2020.

West: 416.3 million pounds, up 
8.4 percent; 32 plants, two fewer 
than in 2020.

Atlantic: 293.0 million pounds, 
down 1.6 percent; 29 plants, 
unchanged from 2020.

New York’s 2021 sour cream 
production totaled 257.1 million 
pounds, down 2.6 percent from 
2020. There were 12 plants pro-
ducing sour cream in New York last 
year, one fewer than in 2020.

California’s 2021 sour cream 
production totaled 197.2 million 
pounds, up 14.6 percent from 
2020. There were 17 plants pro-
ducing sour cream in California in 
2021, unchanged from 2020.

Pennsylvania’s 2021 sour cream 
production totaled 2.4 million 
pounds, up 18.7 percent from 
2020. There were six plants pro-
ducing sour cream in Pennsylvania 
in 2021, unchanged from 2020.

Sour cream production in all 
other states last year totaled 1.04 
billion pounds, up 1.5 percent 
from 2020. There were 64 plants 
producing sour cream in all other 
states, two fewer than in 2020.

Creamed cottage cheese pro-
duction was 338.5 million pounds, 
down 6.7 percent from 2020. Low-
fat cottage cheese output totaled 
303.2 million pounds, down 1.8 
percent from 2020.

There were 49 plants produc-
ing creamed cottage cheese and 
45 plants producing lowfat cottage 
cheese in the US. 

In 2020, there were 53 plants 
producing creamed cottage cheese 
and 49 plants producing lowfat 
cottage cheese.For more information, visit www.evapdryertech.com

Powder 
Processing
Solutions
Offering highly specialized 
engineered solutions and
exceptional technical support
for powder processing systems.

  Whey, Whey Permeate

  Lactose

  Whey Protein Concentrate

  Milk Powders

  Infant Formula

  Cheese Powders

  Protein

  Flavors

Whether you need an upgrade
to existing equipment or a new
processing system, EDT is
ready to provide - from concept
to completion - a sanitary,
efficient, system.

www.evapdryertech.com

info@evapdryertech.com
715.796.2313

Evaporator Dryer
Technologies, Inc.

Sour Cream Reached New Record; 
Cottage Cheese Output Declines

fewer than in 2020.
Yogurt production in all other 

states in 2021 totaled 3.59 billion 
pounds, up 4.7 percent from 2020. 
All other states accounted for 75.8 
percent of US yogurt output, down 
from 76.1 percent in 2020.

There were 106 plants produc-
ing yogurt in all other states last 
year, three more than in 2020.

Production Of Regular, 
Lowfat Ice Cream Declines
US production of regular ice cream 
in 2021 totaled 871.7 million gal-
lons, down 4.8 percent from 2020. 
Production of regular, hard ice 
cream totaled 722.8 million gal-
lons, up down 5.8 percent.

There were 390 plants produc-
ing regular, hard, ice cream in the 
US last year, 11 fewer than in 2020.

Lowfat ice cream production in 
2021 totaled 460.7 million gallons, 
down 0.5 percent from 2020. Pro-
duction of lowfat, hard ice cream 
totaled 229.8 million gallons, down 
8.3 percent.

There were 101 plants produc-
ing lowfat, hard ice cream in the 
US, nine fewer than in 2020.

Nonfat ice cream production 
last year totaled 8.6 million gal-
lons, down 5.8 percent from 2020.

Frozen yogurt production in 
2021 totaled 46.4 million gallons, 
up 32.2 percent from 2020.

Production of regular ice cream 
mix in 2021 totaled 464.1 million 
gallons, down 4.5 percent from 
2020. Production of lowfat ice 
cream mix (including freezer-made 
milkshake) totaled 255.1 million 
gallons, up 0.1 percent.

US production of yogurt, plain and 
flavored, in 2021 totaled 4.74 bil-
lion pounds, up 5.2 percent, or 
233.4 million pounds, from 2020.

That’s the highest level of yogurt 
production since 2014, when out-
put reached a record high of 4.76 
billion pounds. 

Yogurt production fell below 
4.5 billion pounds every year from 
2016 through 2019, including a 
low of 4.38 billion pounds in 2019, 
before rising to 4.5 billion pounds 
in 2020.

Yogurt production has topped 
4.0 billion pounds every year since 
2010. 

There were 159 plants produc-
ing yogurt in the US last year, two 
more than in 2020.

Yogurt production in the Cen-
tral region in 2021 totaled 2.0 bil-
lion pounds, up 0.4 percent from 
2020. The Central region’s share 
of US yogurt production in 2021 
was 42.1 percent, down from 44.1 
percent in 2020.

There were 40 plants produc-
ing yogurt in the Central region in 
2021, one more than in 2020.

Yogurt production in the West 
region last year totaled 1.39 bil-
lion pounds, up 12.8 percent 
from 2020. The West’s share of 

US yogurt production in 2021 was 
29.3 percent, up from 27.3 percent 
in 2020.

There were 33 plants producing 
yogurt in the West region in 2021, 
unchanged from 2020.

The Atlantic region’s 2021 
yogurt production totaled 1.36 bil-
lion pounds, up 5.3 percent from 
2020. The Atlantic’s share of US 
yogurt output last year was 28.6 
percent, up from 28.5 percent in 
2020.

There were 86 plants produc-
ing yogurt in the Atlantic region in 
2021, one more than in 2020.

New York’s 2021 yogurt produc-
tion totaled 774.9 million pounds, 
up 7.2 percent from 2020. 

New York’s share of United 
States yogurt production was 16.3 
percent, up from 16.0 percent in 
2020.

There were 37 plants produc-
ing yogurt in New York last year, 
unchanged from 2020.

California’s 2021 yogurt produc-
tion totaled 375.0 million pounds, 
up 5.7 percent from 2020. 

California’s share of US yogurt 
production was 7.9 percent, 
unchanged from 2020.

There were 16 plants producing 
yogurt in California in 2021, one 

State
Output
Millions 
of 
pounds

Percent 
Change 
YOY

2021 
Share 
of 
Total

2020 
Share 
of 
Total

New York 774.9 7.2% 16.3 16.0

California 375.0 5.7 7.9 7.9

Other 3.59 
billion

4.7 75.8 76.1

Region Output Percent Change 2021 Share 2020 Share

Central 2.0 billion 0.4% 42.1% 44.1%

West 1.39 billion 12.8% 29.3% 27.3%

Atlantic 1.36 billion 5.3% 28.6% 28.5%

U.S. Total 4.74 billion pounds 5.2%

0.75

1.75

2.75

3.75

4.75

1991
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2011
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2021

Column1Yogurt Production
1991 - 2021

Yogurt Reporting States
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Dry Whey Production Declined; 
WPC, Lactose, WPI Increased
Production of dry whey, human, in 
2021 totaled 911.5 million pounds, 
down 3.1 percent, or 28.7 million 
pounds, from 2020.

That’s the fourth consecutive 
decline in the production of dry 
whey, human, and the lowest pro-
duction level since 2014.

Output of dry whey, human, has 
been under 1.0 billion pounds in 
12 of the last 13 years. The lone 
exception was in 2017, when out-
put totaled 1.01 billion pounds. 
Production had reached a record 
high of 1.11 billion pounds in 2000.

There were 26 plants producing 
dry whey, human, in the US last 
year, one fewer than in 2020.

Dry whey production in the Cen-
tral region in 2021 totaled 438.1 
million pounds, up 1.3 percent 
from 2020. The Central region’s 
share of US output was 48.1 per-
cent, up from 46.0 percent in 2020.

There were 12 plants producing 
dry whey in the Central region in 
2021, one fewer than in 2020.

The Atlantic region’s production 
totaled 279.1 million pounds, up 
5.2 percent from 2020. The Atlan-
tic region’s share of US production 
last year was 30.6 percent, up from 
28.2 percent in 2020.

There were eight plants produc-
ing dry whey in the Atlantic region 
last year, unchanged from 2020.

Dry whey production in the 
West region last year totaled 194.3 
million pounds, down 19.8 percent 
from 2020. The West’s share of US 
output in 2020 was 21.3 percent, 
down from 25.8 percent in 2020.

There were six plants producing 
dry whey in the West region last 
year, unchanged from 2020.

Wisconsin’s dry whey produc-
tion totaled 311.8 million pounds, 
up 11.3 percent from 2020. Wis-
consin’s share was 34.2 percent, 
up from 29.8 percent in 2020.

There were eight Wisconsin dry 
whey plants, unchanged.

New York’s dry whey produc-
tion totaled 135.6 million pounds, 
down 1.7 percent from 20120. 
New York’s share of production 
was 14.9 percent, up from 14.7.

There were five plants produc-
ing dry whey in New York in 2021.

Dry whey production in all other 
states last year totaled 464.1 mil-
lion pounds, down 11.1 per-
cent from 2020. All other states 
accounted for 50.9 percent of US 
production, down from 55.5 per-
cent in 2020.
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There were 13 plants produc-
ing dry whey in all other states in 
2021, one fewer than in 2020.

Lactose production, human 
and animal, totaled 1.15 billion 
pounds, up 2.8 percent from 2020. 

There were 29 plants produc-
ing lactose in the US last year, one 
fewer than in 2020.

Production of WPC, human, 
totaled 496.1 million pounds in 
2021, up 6.0 percent from 2020. 

Within the WPC category in 
2021, production and plant num-
bers, with comparisons to 2020, 
were as follows:

WPC 25.0-49.9%: 179.7 mil-
lion pounds, down 0.2 percent; 16 
plants, four fewer than in 2020.

WPC 50.0-89.9%: 329.3 mil-
lion pounds, up 10.6 percent; 39 
plants, unchanged from 2020.

US production of whey protein 
isolates in 2021 totaled a record 
130.3 million pounds, up 15.9 
percent from 2020 and up 8.8 
million pounds from the previous 
production record, which was set 
in 2018. 

There were 20 plants producing 
whey protein isolates in the US in 
2021, three more than in 2020.

Parmesan, Provolone, Romano 
Output Rose In 2021; Ricotta Fell
US production of Italian-type 
cheeses other than Mozzarella in 
2021 totaled 1.26 billion pounds, 
up 8.2 percent percent, or 96.3 
million pounds, from 2020.

Other Italian cheeses accounted 
for 9.2 percent of total production, 
up from 8.8 percent in 2020.

Output of soft Italian cheeses, 
including Mozzarella, Ricotta and 
others, totaled 4.76 billion pounds, 
up 0.9 percent from 2020.

Ricotta production totaled 
247.4 million pounds, down 2.0 
percent from 2020. There were 53 
plants producing Ricotta in the US 
last year, one more than in 2020.

Production of other soft Italian 
cheeses was 28.8 million pounds, 
up 22.1 percent from 2020.

US production of hard Italian 
cheeses was 988.3 million pounds, 
up 10.8 percent from 2020.

Regional production of hard 
Italian cheeses, with comparisons 
to 2020, was as follows: Central, 
729.6 million pounds, up 12.8 per-
cent; West, 140.7 million pounds, 
up 6.6 percent; and Atlantic, 118.0 
million pounds, up 3.9 percent.

Parmesan production in 2021 
totaled a record 483.4 million 
pounds, up 15.4 percent from 
2020. The previous Parmesan 
production record,  450.6 million 
pounds, was set in 2017. 

US Parmesan output has now 
topped 400 million pounds for six

straight years. 
There were 46 plants produc-

ing Parmesan in the US in 2021, 
unchanged from 2020.

Wisconsin’s Parm production 
totaled 231.8 million pounds, up 
4.6 percent from 2020. Parm pro-
duction in all other states totaled 
252.4 million pounds, up 27.4 per-
cent from 2020.

Provolone production was 376.4 
million pounds,up 2.7 percent 
from 2020. There were 35 plants 
producing Provolone in the US in 
2021, one fewer than in 2020.

Wisconsin’s Provolone produc-
tion totaled 199.6 million pounds, 
up 3.2 percent from 2020. Pro-
volone output in all other states 
totaled 176.8 million pounds, up 
2.2 percent from 2020.

Romano output totaled a record 
67.7 million pounds, up 24.9 per-
cent from 2020. The previous 
Romano production record, 58.3 
million pounds, was set in 2017.

There were 26 plants producing 
Romano, one fewer than in 2020.

Wisconsin’s 2021 Romano 
production totaled 34.1 million 
pounds, up 9.4 percent from 2020. 
Romano output in all other states 
totaled 33.5 million pounds, up 
45.9 percent from 2020 .

Production of other hard Italian 
cheeses in the US last year totaled  
60.8 million pounds, up 15.9 per-
cent from 2020. For more information, visit www.relco.net

Product 2021
Output

Percent 
Change

Skim Milk Powder 698.0 m 0.4%

Milk Protein 
Concentrate 196.5 m -4.7%

Dry Whole Milk 148.3 m 7.4%

Dry Buttermilk 131.7 m 3.9%

Dry Whey 
(Human) 911.5 m -3.1%

Lactose 1.15 b 2.8%

Whey Protein 
Concentrate      
25 – 49.9%

179.7 m -0.2%

Whey Protein 
Concentrate      
50 - 89.9

329.3 m 10.6%

Whey Protein 
Isolates 130.3 m 15.9%
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than in 2019, 14 fewer than in 
2018, unchanged from 2011, and 
one more than in 2005.

California’s 2021 cheese pro-
duction totaled 2.44 billion 
pounds, up 0.2 percent, or 3.9 mil-
lion pounds, from 2020 but down 
about 104 million pounds from the 
state’s record output of 2.54 billion 
pounds, which was set in 2018.

California’s share of US cheese 
production last year was 17.8 per-
cent, down from 18.4 percent in 
2020, 19.4 percent in 2019, 19.5 
percent in 2018 and 18.1 percent 
in 2000, but up from 11.6 percent 
in 1990 and 4.6 percent in 1980.

There were 50 plants producing 
cheese in California in 2021, six 
fewer than in 2020.

The gap between production in 
Wisconsin and California was 1.04 
billion pounds, up from 955 million 
pounds in 2020, 820 million pounds 
in 2019, 880 million pounds in 
2018, 634 million pounds in 2015, 
419 million pounds in 2010 and 
696 million pounds in 2000.

The last time the gap in cheese 
production between the two states 
topped 1.0 billion pounds was in 
1996, when Wisconsin’s output 
totaled 2.096 billion pounds, and 
California’s production totaled 
1.054 billion pounds, a difference 
of 1.04 billion pounds.

Production Declines In ID,
NM, NY; Sets Record In MN
Idaho’s 2021 cheese production 
totaled 1.0 billion pounds, down 
1.1 percent from 2020’s record 
output. Despite the decline, last 
year marked the third straight year 
in which Idaho’s cheese produc-
tion topped 1.0 billion pounds.

Idaho’s share of US cheese pro-
duction last year was 7.3 percent, 
down from 7.7 percent in both 

2020 and 2019, 7.6 percent in both 
2018 and 2017, and 8.1 percent in 
2010, but up from 7.1 percent in 
2000 and 2.7 percent in 1980.

There were eight plants pro-
ducing cheese in Idaho in 2021, 
unchanged from 2020.

New Mexico’s 2021 cheese 
production totaled 957.8 million 
pounds, down 0.5 percent from 
2020’s record output. 

New Mexico’s share of US 
cheese production last year was 
7.0 percent, down from 7.3 per-
cent in 2020 and 2019 but up from 
6.9 percent in 2018, 6.1 percent in 
2017 and 6.1 percent in 2006.

There were four plants produc-
ing cheese in New Mexico last year, 
unchanged from 2020.

Cheese production in New York 
state last year totaled 833.2 mil-
lion pounds, down 3.0 percent 
from 2020’s record production.

New York’s share of US cheese 
production in 2021 was 6.1 per-
cent, down from 6.5 percent in 
2020, 6.3 percent in 2019, 6.2 
percent in 2018 and 8.8 percent 
in 2000.

There were 62 plants producing 
cheese in New York state in 2021, 
two fewer than in 2020.

Minnesota’s 2021 cheese pro-
duction totaled a record 764.9 mil-
lion pounds, up 3.1 percent from 
2020. That’s the second straight 
year in which Minnesota has set 
a new cheese production record.

Minnesota’s share of US cheese 
output last year was 5.6 percent, 
unchanged from 2020 and 2019 
but down from 5.7 percent in 2018 
and 8.4 percent in 2000.

There were 11 plants produc-
ing cheese in Minnesota in 2021, 
unchanged from 2020.

South Dakota, Oregon Help 
Up Output In ‘Other States’
The Dairy Products 2021 Summary
includes cheese production figures 

for a total of 12 states, two less 
than last year’s report. 

The states of South Dakota 
as well as Oregon are no longer 
reported separately; rather, they 
are included in the production for 
“other states.”

For this report, states aren’t 
shown when fewer than three 
plants reported or individual plant 
operations could be disclosed, 
NASS explained. 

According to last year’s report, 
there were seven plants produc-
ing cheese in the state of South 
Dakota in 2020.

With South Dakota no longer 
reported separately, Pennsylva-
nia moved up to seventh place 
in US cheese production; the 
state’s 2021 output of 435.2 mil-
lion pounds was down 0.1 percent 
from 2020.

By comparison, South Dakota’s 
2020 cheese production had been 
a record 450.4 million pounds. 

Based on the monthly NASS 
Dairy Products reports covering 
2021 cheese production, South 
Dakota’s 2021 cheese output is 
estimated to have topped 510 mil-
lion pounds.

Pennsylvania’s share of US 
cheese production in 2021 was 3.2 
percent, down from 3.3 percent in 
2020. There were 40 plants pro-
ducing cheese in Pennsylvania last 
year, one fewer than in the previ-
ous year.

Iowa’s 2021 cheese produc-
tion totaled 337.7 million pounds, 
down 4.9 percent from 2020’s 
record output.

Iowa’s share of United States 
cheese production last year was 
2.5 percent, down from 2.7 per-
cent in 2020.

There were 14 plants producing 
cheese in Iowa in 2021, unchanged 
from 2020.

Cheese production in Ohio last 
year totaled a record 249.3 mil-

lion pounds, up 1.7 percent from 
2020’s record output.

Ohio’s share of United States 
cheese production in 2021 was 1.8 
percent, down from 1.9 percent in 
2020.

There were 17 plants producing 
cheese in Ohio last year, one fewer 
than in 2020.

Vermont’s 2021 cheese produc-
tion totaled 143.4 million pounds, 
down 0.7 percent from the previ-
ous year. 

Vermont’s share of US cheese 
output in 2021 was 1.0 percent, 
down from 1.1 percent in the prior 
year.

There were 32 plants producing 
cheese in  Vermont last year, four 
fewer than in 2020.

Cheese production in Illinois in 
2021 totaled 65.2 million pounds, 
up 4.6 percent from the previous 
years. 

Illinois’ share of US cheese pro-
duction last year was 0.5 percent, 
unchanged from 2020.

There were 12 plants producing 
cheese in Illinois in 2021, one more 
than in 2020.

New Jersey’s 2021 cheese 
production totaled 60.9 million 
pounds, down 0.5 percent from 
2020. New Jersey’s share of United 
States cheese output last year was 
0.4 percent, down from 0.5 per-
cent in 2020.

Extra Copies of 
Cheese Reporter’s

Dairy Production Extra 
are available 

by calling:
608-246-8430;

by email:
info@cheesereporter.com;

or by download at
www.cheesereporter.com/

dpe2021.htm
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Total Cheese 
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State +/-
rank change

Output Percent 
Change

2021 
Share

2020 
Share

Wisconsin 3.47 b 2.5% 25.3% 25.6%

California 2.44 b 0.2 17.8 18.4

Idaho 1.00 b -1.1 7.3 7.7

New Mexico 957.8 m -0.5 7.0 7.3

New York 833.2 -3.0 6.1 6.5

Minnesota 764.9 3.1 5.6 5.6

Pennsylvania 435.2 -0.1 3.2 3.3

Iowa 337.7 -4.9 2.5 2.7

Ohio 249.3 1.7 1.8 1.9

Vermont 143.4 -0.7 1.0 1.1

Illinois 65.2 4.6 0.5 0.5

New Jersey 60.9 -0.5 0.4 0.5

Other States 2.9 b 16.2 21.5 19.1

Region Output Percent Change 2021 Share 2020 Share

Central 6.61 billion 7.3% 48.2% 46.5%

West 5.48 b 0.7 40.0 41.1

Atlantic 1.62 b -1.2 11.8 12.4

U.S. Total 13.71 bill lbs 3.5%
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Cheddar Output
Continue from 9

pounds, up 2.6 percent from 2020. 
Vermont’s share of US Cheddar 
production last year was 2.6 per-
cent, unchanged from 2020.

There were 15 plants producing 
Cheddar cheese in Vermont last 
year, two more than in 2020.

Cheddar production in all other 
states in 2021 totaled 2.81 billion 
pounds, up 4.5 percent from 2020. 
All other states accounted for 71.4 
percent of US Cheddar output 
in 2021, up from 70.2 percent in 
2020 and 46.7 percent in 2019, 
when NASS reported Cheddar 
production for Minnesota, Oregon 
and Iowa in addition to Wisconsin, 
California and Vermont.

Other American-Type Output 
Tops 1.6 Billion Pounds
Production of other American-type 
cheese (non-Cheddar cheeses, 
including Colby, Monterey Jack, 
washed curd and stirred curd) in 
2021 totaled a record 1.63 billion 
pounds, up 8.3 percent, or 124.7 
million pounds, from 2020. 

Production of other American-
type cheese has reached new 
record highs every year since 
2008, when output of 922.1 mil-
lion pounds broke the previous 
record of 920.6 million pounds, 
set in 2003.

Last year, other American-type 
cheeses accounted for 11.9 per-

cent of total US cheese produc-
tion, up from 11.4 percent in 2020, 
10.1 percent in 2010 and 10.0 per-
cent in 2000.

There were 133 plants produc-
ing other American-type cheeses  
in 2021, 12 fewer than in 2020.

Production of other American-
type cheese in the Central region 
last year totaled 897.0 million 
pounds, up 11.1 percent from 
2020. 

The Central’s share of US output 
in 2021 was 54.9 percent, up from 
53.5 percent in 2020.

There were 72 plants produc-
ing other American-type cheeses 
in the Central region in 2021, eight 
fewer than in 2020.

The West region’s 2021 pro-
duction of other American-type 
cheese totaled 716.3 million 
pounds, up 5.0 percent from 2020. 

The West’s share of US output 
last year was 43.8 percent, down 
from 45.2 percent in the previous 
year.

There were 22 plants in the West 
region producing other American-
type cheeses in 2021, one fewer 
than in 2020.

Production of other Ameri-
can-type cheese in the Atlantic 
region in 2021 totaled 21.0 million 
pounds, up 7.3 percent from 2020. 
The Atlantic region’s share of  US 
output last year was 1.3 percent, 
unchanged from 2020.

There were 39 plants producing 
other American-type cheeses in 

the Atlantic region last year, three 
fewer than in 2020.

Wisconsin’s 2021 production 
of other American-type cheese 
totaled 345.7 million pounds, up 
7.9 percent from the most previ-
ous year. 

Wisconsin’s share of US output 
was 21.2 percent, unchanged from 
2020.

There were 39 plants produc-
ing other American-type cheese 
in Wisconsin last year, five fewer 
than in 2020.

California’s production of other 
American-type cheese last year 
totaled 287.7 million pounds, up 
0.5 percent from 2021. California’s 
share of US output was 17.6 per-

cent, down from 19.0 percent in 
2020.

There were nine plants produc-
ing other American-type cheese in 
California in 2021, two fewer than 
in 2020.

Production of other American-
type cheese in all other states last 
year totaled 1.0 billion pounds, up 
10.9 percent from 2020. All other 
states accounted for 61.2 per-
cent of the total output of other 
American-type cheeses in the US 
in 2021, up from 59.8 percent in 
2020.

There were 85 plants producing 
other American-type cheeses in 
all other states in 2021, five fewer 
than in 2020.

Cheddar
28.7%

Other 
Cheese
71.3%

Cheddar Cheese Production - 2021
State Output Percent 

Change
2021
Share

2020 
Share

Wisconsin 732.5 m -1.5% 18.6% 19.4%

California 287.1 -2.6 7.3 7.7

Vermont 103.5 2.6 2.6 2.6

Other 2.81 b 4.5 71.4 70.2

Region Output Percent Change 2021 Share 2020 Share

Central 2.07 billion 10.0% 52.6% 49.1%

West 1.55 billion -4.6 39.5 42.6

Atlantic 311.8 million -2.5 7.9 8.3

U.S. Total 3.93 billion pounds 2.7% 28.7% 28.9%

Share of Total Cheese 
Production




